VZCZCXRO0367 

PP  RUEHFK  RUEHKSO  RUEHNAG  RUEHNH 
DE  RUEHKO  #1404  1430154 
ZNR  UUUUU  ZZH 
P 220154Z  MAY  08 
FM  AMEMBASSY  TOKYO 

TO  RUEHC/SECSTATE  WASHDC  PRIORITY  4466 
RUEKJCS/ SECDEF  WASHDC  PRIORITY 
RUCPDOC/USDOC  WASHDC  PRIORITY 

RUEATRS/DEPT  OF  TREASURY  WASHINGTON  DC  PRIORITY 

RUYNAAC/ COMNAVFOR JAPAN  YOKOSUKA  JA  PRIORITY 

RHHMUNA/HQ  USPACOM  HONOLULU  HI  PRIORITY 

RHHMHBA/ COMPACFLT  PEARL  HARBOR  HI//N541//  PRIORITY 

RHMFIUU/HQ  PACAF  HICKAM  AFB  HI//CC/PA//  PRIORITY 

RUHBANB /OKINAWA  FLD  OFC  US  FORCES  JAPAN  CP  BUTLER  JA  PRIORITY 

RHMFIUU/USFJ  PRIORITY 

INFO  RUEHFK/AMCONSUL  FUKUOKA  7951 

RUEHNH/AMCONSUL  NAHA  0333 

RUEHNAG/AMCONSUL  NAGOYA  6261 

RUEHKSO/AMCONSUL  SAPPORO  8543 

RUEHOK/AMCONSUL  OSAKA  KOBE  1632 

RUEHBJ/AMEMBASSY  BEIJING  3499 

RUEHMO/AMEMBASSY  MOSCOW  2311 

RUEHUL/AMEMBASSY  SEOUL  9500 

RUCNDT/USMISSION  USUN  NEW  YORK  9953 

RHEHAAA/NSC  WASHDC 

UNCLAS  TOKYO  001404 

SIPDIS 

STATE  FOR  I/RF,  PA/PR/FPC/W,  IIP/G/EA,  EAP/PD,  R/MR, 

EAP/J,  EAP/P , PM; 

USTR  FOR  PUBLIC  AFFAIRS  OFFICE; 

TREASURY  FOR  OASIA/IMI; 

SECDEF  FOR  OASD/PA; 

CP  BUTLER  OKINAWA  FOR  AREA  FIELD  OFFICE; 

PACOM  HONOLULU  FOR  PUBLIC  DIPLOMACY  ADVISOR 

E.O.  12958:  N/A 

TAGS:  OIIP  KMDR  KPAO  JA 

SUBJECT:  TOKYO  MEDIA  REACTION  - CHINA-TAIWAN  RELATIONS 


IQ.  LEAD  STORIES:  Top  stories  on  Thursday  morning 
included  GOJ  panel  recommendations  on  the  creation  of  a 
new  agency  for  consumer-related  issues. 

12.  "China  and  Taiwan  Should  Pursue  Dialogue"  The 
liberal  Mainichi  editorialized  (5/22):  "Kuomintang 
(Chinese  National  Party)  President  Ma  has  been 
inaugurated  as  president  of  Taiwan. . . . His  most 
pressing  challenge  is  how  to  improve  relations  with 
China,  which  were  stalled  during  his  predecessor's 
eight  years  in  office....  Talks  between  the  Chinese 
Communist  Party  and  the  Kuomintang  resumed  after 
Chinese  President  Hu  Jintao  took  office,  and  the  two 
parties  became  more  positive  about  dialogue.  Beijing 
has  welcomed  the  birth  of  the  Ma  administration,  which 
opposes  seeking  Taiwan's  independence  from  China. 
However,  this  honeymoon  will  be  short-lived  if  the  two 
parties  continue  the  current  status  quo.  President  Ma 
should  move  quickly  to  create  a framework  for  stable 
dialogue  with  Beijing." 

1[3 . "China  Should  Work  for  Cross-Strait  Stability"  The 
moderate  Yomiuri's  editorial  argued  (5/22):  "The  search 
for  new  direction  in  China-Taiwan  relations  has  begun, 
as  Kuomintang  leader  Ma  has  been  inaugurated  as 
Taiwan's  president....  He  declared  during  his  inaugural 
address  that  he  will  maintain  the  status  quo  while 
seeking  a rapid  improvement  of  Taipei's  relations  with 
Beijing....  The  status  quo  - neither  unification  nor 
independence  - seems  to  be  a natural  choice,  as  it  is 
widely  supported  by  the  Taiwanese  people.  China  should 
understand  and  respect  the  will  of  the  people  of  Taiwan 
when  it  begins  talks  with  the  Ma  administration." 


SCHIEFFER 


